09A Esotericism
An Initiated Apprehension

The term 'O9A esotericism' refers to the occult {1} weltanschauung of the Order
of Nine Angles (O9A/ONA) as developed and expounded by the pseudonymous
Anton Long in various writings between the 1970s and 2011 {2}, and which
particular esotericism includes not only an esoteric philosophy {3} but also
practical artisements {4} of '‘an esoteric nature’, such as the learning and the
practice of certain occult skills and also various 'dark’, or occult, arts. Among
the occult skills and 'dark arts' of the O9A {5} are (i) the structured pathei-
mathos of the anogenic Seven Fold Way, (ii) practical internal, external, and
aeonic, sorcery, (ii) acausal (or esoteric) empathy, and (iii) acausal thinking.

The initiated apprehension of O9A esotericism is of a particular, modern, and
occult, weltanschauung that melds aspects of ancient hermetic mysticism, and
certain pagan traditions, with a personal exoteric and esoteric pathei-mathos.
Esoterically, this occult weltanschauung is a new logos - that is, a new
perceiveration and a new way of living and a new ethos - and one which the
term 'the sinisterly-numinous' reasonably well describes, for it is a balancing of
(i) the previous 'numinous logos' which became manifest, over two millennia
ago, in causal forms such as gnosticism and Christianity, with (ii) what is
'sinister' (which is and has been manifest in various causal forms, such as
‘traditional satanism' and occult antinomianism), and which balancing, involving
as it does various practical means and thus a personal pathei-mathos, enables
first a return to the Unity beyond all causal forms and thence a conscious
evolution of ourselves, as individuals.

Exoterically, this new logos is manifest - presenced - by three things. (i) By a
particular understanding of Reality - and especially of the supernatural, the
occult - evident in the ontology of causal, acausal, and acausal energy; (ii) by the
code of kindred honour (the O9A code of ethics); and (iii) by the primacy of
pathei-mathos, of each individual learning from their own experiences and
which experiences are and should be (in order to cultivate the necessary
sinisterly-numinous apprehension) both exoteric and occult, and thus in respect
of the individual both external and internal.

Thus, esoterically understood, the Order of Nine Angles is a distinct, and new,
esoteric path or way, and one way-marked by an accumulated (an ancestral) and
an accumulating (a developing) esoteric pathei-mathos. This esoteric path (i)
presents a particular logos, and (ii) offers various praxises (derived from
personal experience and an ancestral pathei-mathos) whereby individuals can
cultivate and then live a sinisterly-numinous apprehension. Hence why 'being
O9A' simply means living by the O9A code and using one or more O9A praxises



in order to cultivate that sinisterly-numinous apprehension which is the
beginning of wisdom, with wisdom - esoterically understood - being a balanced
personal judgement together with a particular learned knowledge of a pagan,
occult, kind concerning livings beings, human nature, Nature, and 'the heavens',
the cosmic order {6}.

Furthermore, in its essence this practical O9A path, or way, is not 'satanic’, not a
'left hand path', and not a 'right hand path', even though it has elements which
could be described by such conventional terms. It is just different, unique, new.

A Labyrinthine Labyrinth

From its beginnings in the early 1970s, the Order of Nine Angles has had, quite
intentionally, an inner core obscured by various outer layers. Thus its exoteric,
external, appearance does not necessarily reflect its esoteric essence, and which
exoteric appearance serves and has served a particular and practical purpose,
as the O9A mythos serves and has served a particular and practical purpose in
(i) generating interest both in that external appearance and in the inner essence
concealed within, and (ii) in presenting certain - and sometimes controversial,
sometimes adversarial - esoteric apprehensions.

To access the inner core, an individual has to work their way through the outer
layers which, together, form a labyrinth; a labyrinth so labyrinthine that it is
easy for a person to become confused, lose their way, or (more usually) just give
up. Some individuals, however, inspired (or re-inspired) as they are by the O9A
mythos, do succeed. Thus there is, for every candidate - every potential member
of the O9A kindred - an initial test, involving them navigating the labyrinth on
their own, without any guidance.

What they find - to the dismay of many - is nothing mysterious or 'satanic' or
exceptional or difficult to understand or even really secret. For it is only (i) a
particular pagan mysticism, and (ii) a particular way of life, and (iii) an
individual occult journey (an anados) that will last for several decades, and a
journey and a way of life which, if they embark upon them, will take them from
'the sinister' toward 'the numinous' and thence toward what is beyond both
those causal forms.

For the essence of that particular - of O9A - pagan mysticism is the
apprehension of ourselves as a nexion, of acausal energy, of the transient nature
of all causal forms/ideations {7}, and of a possible, and consciously individually
achieved, acausal (‘immortal') existence beyond our mortal (causal) death sans
any previously posited primal cause or causes such as Theos, a theos, theoi, or
some inscrutable mechanism such as karma. An existence achievable, according



to this particular mysticism, by an individual anados such as the Seven Fold Way
{8} and/or by living according to the O9A code because such a living presences
within the individual the necessary acausal energy.
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Notes

{1} The term 'occult' is used by the O9A to refer to what is "hidden from normal apprehension;
concerned with the supernatural; abstruse; mysterious; of or relating to various practical arts or
skills considered to involve agencies - or considered to derive from causes - of a mysterious, or
supernatural, or anoetic, or esoteric, nature".

{2} These dates are, in my opinion, significant because the weltanschauung of the Order of Nine
Angles was not, as many have assumed, completely described in early (1980s and 1990s) texts by
Anton Long, such as Naos. That is, it was only fully described by him, in detail and its
completeness, over a period of several decades often as a result of his own practical occult, and
exoteric, experiences, and especially as a result of his own journey along the seven fold way, from
an Internal Adept in the late 1970s to The Abyss in the early 1990s and thence, in the early to mid
noughties, to Mage. Many of the early texts thus simply contained old aural traditions he inherited,
or his own theoretical notes about the seven fold way he refined and the theory of the acausal that
he developed.

There is therefore - and perhaps intentionally - no one definitive book or text written by him which
describes O9A esotericism (O9A mysticism and praxises) in detail, and thus no 'old, original'
1980s/1990s ONA and no 'reformed or revisionist' noughties ONA. There is only the occult
weltanschauung he described in voluminous writings from the 1970s to his retirement in 2011, and
which volume of writings all have to be read and (perhaps as was his intention) considered
together in order to fully understand, and possibly personally interpret, that occult
weltanschauung. For, correctly understood, that occult weltanschauung is - just like the O9A - only
the particular occult path that Anton Long developed by combining the occult aural traditions he
inherited and the personal pathei-mathos that resulted from his (still unique) almost five decade
long 'sinisterly-numinous' occult quest.

Thus, the O9A and O9A esotericism are the Logos - 'the word' - of Anton Long the Mage.

{3} qv. R. Parker, The Esoteric Philosophy Of The Order Of Nine Angles - An Introduction. e-text,
2014. The text is included in the Definitive Guide To The Order of Nine Angles (Fourth Edition,
1383 pages, pdf 54 Mb), 2014.

{4} The word artisements/artizements is derived from artize - "to practice or to have an occupation
that involves a particular skill or craft, especially those of an artisan" - and refers to the skills, arts,
craft, or abilities, that are practiced by a person or which are employed by an artisan.

{5} gv. (i) Anton Long, Pathei-Mathos and The Initiatory Occult Quest, (2011) in the compilation
Empathy, Pathei-Mathos, and the Aeonic Perspective; (ii) Anton Long, The Dark Arts of The






